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SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE HERITAGE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA ACT 1990 

Establishment — Motion 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [5.52 pm]: The motion that I am debating is that this house set up a select committee to 
review the Heritage of Western Australia Act 1990. It is a disgrace that this Parliament has not ensured that the 
government of the day has met its — 

The SPEAKER: I am just trying to clarify, member for Perth, whether you are formally moving the motion. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: And the clarification is? 

The SPEAKER: You need to say those words. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: I move — 

(1) That a bipartisan select committee of four members be established to review the Heritage of 
Western Australia Act 1990 with the view to considering — 

(a) the effectiveness of the operations of the Heritage Council; 

(b) the need for the continuation of the functions of the Heritage Council; and 

(c) any other matters relevant to the operation and effectiveness of the act. 

 (2) That in accordance with standing order 277, the responsible minister be directed to respond to 
the committee’s recommendations. 

(3) That the committee report to the Legislative Assembly by 16 June 2011. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Perth. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: The issue is that when a previous Labor government enacted the Heritage Act in 1990, it 
provided that after three years of operation of the act, there should be a proper review of the act. Regretfully, in 
the intervening years, there have been more years of Liberal governments than there have been of Labor 
governments. We at least introduced the act, but successive Liberal governments have refused to undertake a 
proper full review of that act. It is painfully obvious that the act does not meet the needs of the community today. 
This act is 20 years old. The views about heritage within the community have changed substantially in those 
intervening 20 years. Importantly, we have had a number of advances in our understanding of not only heritage 
values per se, but also the great driver that heritage is within the market in terms of the value of property, and of 
how the old furphy—the old urban myth—that a heritage listing devalues a property has been shown to be 
erroneous.  

Today, coincidentally, the current Minister for Heritage introduced the Heritage and Planning Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2010. It was very interesting to look at the heritage and planning legislative bill that I tabled in 
this Parliament in June 2009. I am delighted that the current Minister for Heritage has stolen—not stolen; that 
would be unparliamentary—taken the lead from the extensive work that I conducted in having that bill drafted 
and has replicated in so many ways the attributes that I was calling for and that the Labor Party was calling for 
within that bill. The reality, and certainly the advice that I had before the unfortunate fall of the previous Labor 
government, was that such a review is needed. No doubt that good work that was done in the Heritage Council of 
Western Australia was available for the current minister, and he needed merely to cut and paste what was in my 
bill of June 2009, mirroring almost verbatim the recommendations and increases in the fines and so on. 

This is a very important measure and a very urgent measure. We would certainly hope that next week the 
minister will be able get some government legislative time so that we can push the Heritage and Planning 
Legislation Amendment Bill through very quickly. Therefore, I wish the minister luck with cabinet and the 
Leader of the House in achieving the legislative debating time that this bill deserves. 

Mr G.M. Castrilli: I need it!  

Mr J.N. HYDE: I know, and I am offering the minister bipartisan support with the Leader of the House and his 
other cabinet members. 

I will also mention that one of the impetuses for the issue of heritage has been Guildford Hotel. In fact, one of 
the very first financial commitments the new Barnett government made was to provide for a study into the 
heritage retention of Guildford Hotel. I think the government took on that issue. But it has let the issue fester for 
two years. A rally will be held at Guildford Hotel this Sunday, and there are some 6 000 signatures already. The 
people of Western Australia want our heritage act and the functions of the Heritage Council to be reviewed so 
that we will have teeth in the preservation of heritage in this state. The legislative changes that were announced 
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today—mirroring mine—are a small step. At the moment, if the owner of a non-heritage listed property has a 
downpipe that is in disrepair, the local council can take the owner to task for that and have some resolution of 
that issue on safety grounds.  

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 
 


